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President's Message 

It's been a busy few months as President of the MNGHPA. 
 
By now, you probably realize that we have made a few changes.  We have a new address 
and phone number and we have new people managing the association.  Jeff Beiriger and 
Jane Wucherer work with Association/Management Services, and they've been on board 
with us now for a couple of months.  Making a change is not something we take lightly.  
Yes, we are always looking for ways to better use your dues investment in the 
association, but money wasn't the only issue on the table. 
 
We've always had big plans for MNGHPA and that means we needed some new ideas and insights.  Jeff and Jane bring to 
us a familiarity with the geothermal industry as well as the construction industry in general.  Their clients include 
associations representing plumbing, HVAC, and well drilling contractors, all related in ways to our geothermal industry.  
More than that, they have an understanding of local, state, and national policy related to these industries. 
 
In just the last couple of months, we've communicated with the Hubbard County Board of Commissions on a shoreland 
ordinance that affected an open-loop geothermal system.  We've also been working with the State Department of 
Health and specifically with the people regulating bore holes, to help them craft reasonable rules related to licensing of 
those who make directional bores for geothermal heat exchange.  And we've been watching with interest the number of 
states that are expanding their definition of renewable energy to include geothermal systems like the ones we install 
and the push for an extension of federal tax credits for geothermal systems.  
 
When it comes to matters of government, they say that you are either at the table or you are on the menu.  We prefer 
to be at the table, serving as the voice for the geothermal industry.... 
 
We haven't forgotten to take time to enjoy ourselves  a little too, but even then, there's more to our golf outing than 
meets the eye.  If an association like ours is all about keeping an industry together, then it is social events and 
educational events that provide the glue.  We had a lot of fun at our outing and we thank all of our sponsors (you'll find 
a list later in this newsletter) and our golfers who attended.   
 
As we look ahead, there are good things on the horizon!   
 
We're working with the Minnesota Department of Commerce on a geothermal display in the Eco Building at the State 
Fair.  We'll be looking for help staffing the booth/display, so consider spending some time with us at the Fair.  We're also 
planning an Open Air Ride and things are taking shape for our 2014 Annual Conference.   
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 In the meantime, enjoy the summer and thank you for your continued support of the MNGHPA.  We appreciate your 
membership and we're working harder than ever to give you good value for your investment in your company, your 
association, and your industry. 
 
Jeff Petersen is President of the MNGHPA.  He is the Minnesota Territory Manager for WaterFurnace.  He can be reached 
at 260-442-6742 or jeff.petersen@waterfurnace.com. 
 

Renewable Energy Continues To Grow Worldwide 

Renewable energy is growing fast around the world and will edge out natural gas as 
the second biggest source of electricity, after coal, by 2016, according to a five-year 
outlook published by the International Energy Agency. 

Eighty percent of the renewable power generated in the world is hydropower, a 
technology frowned upon by many because it requires the construction of dams that 
can damage river ecosystems.  Sources such as wind, solar, geothermal and energy 
derived from plants also are to grow quickly, providing 8 percent of the world’s 
energy by 2018, up from 4 percent in 2011 and 2 percent in 2006. 

In a report published in April, the IEA said the world’s energy is no cleaner than it was 20 years ago because of rising 
reliance on coal-fired generation in China, India, and parts of Europe that are phasing out nuclear power and facing high 
natural gas prices.  “The rapid growth of renewables continues to beat expectations and is a bright spot in an otherwise 
bleak assessment of global progress toward a cleaner and more diversified energy mix,” the report concludes. 
 
 
Renewable Energy Also On The Rise In The U.S. And Further Investments Proposed 

Renewable sources were used to generate 12 percent of the electricity consumed in the U.S. last year, according to the 
Energy Department. Hydroelectric plants supplied 7 percent of the country’s power, and other renewables such as wind 
and solar supplied 5 percent.  The President, meanwhile, has proposed that the nation do more.... 

The President is proposing the first-ever federal regulations on carbon dioxide emitted by existing power plants.  The 
administration has previously proposed regulations for newly-constructed power plants.  In addition, the President is 
proposing that the amount of renewable energy created on Federal lands be doubled in the coming years.   
 
 
How Geothermal Fits In 

What's missing in much of the discussion about renewable energy is a unified definition of "renewable energy" that 
includes geothermal energy.  Where geothermal is referenced, as in Wisconsin law, it is usually preceded or followed by 
some reference to energy production.  Missing from the statutes here, in many states, and at the federal level is a 
recognition that while geothermal heat pumps do not produce energy, they are more than 100 percent efficient in their 
use of energy because they have a renewable component to them - the heating and cooling stored within the Earth. 

Progress has been made in several states and the Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association is in the early stages of 
reviewing the need to update our state's energy legislation, regulations, and policies to include a broader use of 
"geothermal" to include energy produced and energy saved.  

mailto:jeff.petersen@waterfurnace.com
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Illinois, Colorado, Massachusetts,  Maine, Maryland and Pennsylvania are among the states that have proposed or have 
passed laws that allow for geothermal energy savings to be applied toward renewable performance standards under 
their state programs.  Minnesota has legislation pending too, but it has not moved beyond the committee stage as of 
yet. 

More than half (16 of 29) of the states with renewable portfolio standards are reevaluating those standards in light of 
significant drops in natural gas prices.  There is proposed legislation in Minnesota, but it is not expected to move this 
session because, in almost all instances, the standards are being met by the utilities and investments in renewable 
technologies have already been made.  Compliance, therefore, requires little additional investment. 

Still, increased opposition to the location of wind turbines leaves the door open for more of the renewable performance 
standards to be met by energy savings created through geothermal systems installed in Minnesota rather than through 
the purchase of energy produced by renewable sources in other states.   
 
 
Installation Standards Under Development 

Although the review/comment period has ended, you can still review draft personnel qualifications being developed as 
part of a National Certification Standard for the ground source heat pump industry with funding from the U.S. 
Department of Energy. 

Go to the Project website at www.GHPNCS.org to download the draft document, which is formatted for easy reference 
to the various tasks associated with the design and installation of ground source heat pump systems.  

 
Work Group - Bored Geothermal Heat Exchangers 

 
HF 1233 (LINK TO BILL) and its companion SF 1034 have passed into law.  The 500+ page 
Omnibus Health and Human Services Finance bills were passed to address state 
implementation of the Federal Affordable Care Act and buried in each are four 
references to geothermal that substitute the term "vertical heat exchangers" with "bored 
geothermal heat exchangers" in Section 103I (Wells, Borings, and Underground Uses) of 
the Minnesota Statutes.  The law also defined a "bored geothermal heat exchanger" as 
an "earth-coupled heating or cooling device consisting of a sealed closed-loop piping 
system installed in a boring in the ground to transfer heat to or from the surrounding 
earth with no discharge."   
 
Previously, the definition of a "vertical heat exchanger" was an "earth-coupled heating or cooling device consisting of a 
sealed closed-loop piping system installed vertically in the ground to transfer heat to or from the surrounding earth with 
no discharge."  The difference under the new law is that the installation is no longer limited to those that are vertical.  
Under the new law, if it's in a boring, regardless of whether it is vertical or not, it would be subject to the licensure 
requirements in Section 103I.501. 

 
The license/certification will likely follow many of the provisions of existing licensure requirements for "limited" licenses 
issued under the law.  A work group will be meeting soon to discuss the combination of skills related to geology, drilling, 
grouting, and code in order to establish the various paths to licensure as well as the technical aspects of borehole 
construction, including drilling techniques, specifications for piping, fluids, and grout.  The group will also discuss the 
permitting and inspection process. 
 

http://www.ghpncs.org/
http://email.geoexchange.org/wf/click?upn=5paUgloLD1vcrLbz-2FZt97SK4O6K3I6DlDTfKcVWSECDNTWB-2FK94w0Vqj9MJzE-2FI2JRBExK-2FZeO5Vf5saUN3hVztFHT75IAoiP3YlKloSV2-2B8rNwRw5w8p6RAZ1kOWaqExhlv6ZL9CvKa0T9tcrQm8XBWqgu6WnuXCjjOYoFpxfI-3D_bTu254RvUfEwo6NGRl3d49-2BbYgFLdSCGHnrhSgqUbN8GlCb4BH-2BnD79BrQy8owS0UibUErh8imF7MK2z-2BiPiQWL89B3iD2cRBFipnQBu8ZrPhu2IyyoQLyWyTOQbtXPR6klHrGSHpAbAghs7sWpRSU3mRFkXg9d0YzqPmxLu5o5gWKr1Pp9nLMIMTcUfo7Fp
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF1233&version=0&session_year=2013&session_number=0
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=geothermal+borehole&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qPiNAdqf1sMopM&tbnid=0JBtvkT_GC7g_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.geothermaldrillingcontractors.co.uk/geothermal_systems.html&ei=Ll_cUcu6BaPsyQGM2YDQDg&psig=AFQjCNEP1mi5myGwfJCBvAIBB_W8QhLUAQ&ust=1373483044786681
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MNGHPA has been asked to participate in the work group and a draft rule is expected shortly after the group completes 
its deliberations.  The State has indicated that construction requirements could be in effect in early 2014 with licensure 
requirements in effect a few months later so as to allow contractors/individuals time to complete licensure 
requirements, including any necessary training.   
 
In The News 
 
Nearly-Zero Energy Materials Markets to Hit $16.5 Billion - Driven by rising global awareness of the impact of building 
energy consumption on climate change, materials boosting building energy efficiency will reach $16.5 billion in sales in 
2017, says Lux Research. Floor space for net-zero energy buildings and especially nearly-zero energy buildings, will soar 
more than six-fold to 80 million m2 in 2017, according to a new report, Getting to Nearly-Zero Energy Buildings: 
Ambitious Targets, Modest Progress.  
 
U.S. Energy Efficiency Holds $34 Billion Savings Potential - Improving energy efficiency in buildings by 30% would create 
a $275 billion market for advanced technology, engineering and design services, and construction activity in the United 
States alone. This according to Unlocking American Efficiency: The Economic and Commercial Power of Investing in 
Energy Efficient Buildings, a report by United Technologies Corporation and the Rhodium Group.  
 
The firms say that energy savings would generate $34 billion per year for American businesses, net of investment 
expenses. Households would save an additional $23 billion per year. And federal, state and local governments in budget-
constrained times would save more than $8 billion annually, the equiv lent to funding the National Science Foundation 
or nearly all of the annual budget for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  
 
ASHRAE Building Energy Labeling Program Expanded  
The American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) has expanded its building 
energy labeling program and now has two labels, an "As Designed" label that rates the building’s potential energy use 
under standardized conditions - independent of the building’s occupancy and usage- and an "In Operation" label that 
rates the building’s actual measured energy use as influenced by the building’s occupancy and usage.  
 
Geo Product Finder Tool - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has announced a new product finder tool for 
Geothermal Heat Pumps. It provides consumers, partners, and others with a user-friendly search tool. The tool displays 
the same product attributes that appear on the current qualified product lists and will allow manufacturers to display 
additional identifying information for models such as SKUs, UPC codes, and retail model numbers. Such identifiers can 
make it easier for purchasers and consumers to find ENERGY STAR certified products.  
 
Utilities, retailers, and other more advanced users can access the detailed datasets (qualified product lists) directly at 
www.data.energystar.gov, sign up for a user account, and take advantage of filter and advanced export options best 
suited to their needs. For updates on product finder tools, including additional key features and a full list of previously 
released product finder tools, please visit www.energystar.gov/productfinder.  

Health Care Mandate Delayed - The White House delayed for one 
year a requirement that businesses provide health insurance to 
employees.  The requirement was part of the Affordable Care Act 
and was scheduled to go into effect January 1, 2014.  The provision, 
commonly known as the "employer mandate," calls for businesses 
with 50 or more workers to provide insurance to workers or pay a 
$2,000.00 fine per employee.  Barring further delays, the provision 
will now take effect beginning January 2015.   

www.data.energystar.gov
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Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association 
1st Annual Golf Outing 

 
Wednesday, July 18, 2013 

 
 

Many thanks to everyone who attended our first annual golf outing!  We had a great time at Fox Hollow Golf Club in St. 
Michael.   
 
The scramble format resulted in two teams shooting a five-under 67, but they were playing for honors only.  We 
randomly selected a foursome for a prize of a dozen top-of-the-line golf balls for each player.  Prizes were also awarded 
for Longest Putts (Jim Standlund and Bryon Martin),  Longest Drives (Dave Anderson, Jeff Petersen),  and Closest To The 
Pin (Curt VanVickle, Kent Johnson).   
 
Thanks to a generous group of sponsors and donors, everyone went home with a door prize too - a perfect ending to a 
great day on the course! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
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MNGHPA To Support Geo Exhibit At State Fair - Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Minnesota Department of Commerce is looking to MNGHPA to help staff the geothermal display in the 
Eco Building at the Minnesota State Fair.  This is a great opportunity to promote geothermal heating/cooling, 
the association and your business! 
 
The Minnesota State Fair will be held Thursday, August  22 through Monday, September 2.  The Department is 
running three 6-hour shifts each day during the Fair: 
 

9:00 a.m. –  3:00 p.m.   12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 
We are especially interested in finding volunteers for the weekends, excepting Labor Day (Monday, 
September 2), which has historically been a slower day at the Fair.   
 
While this isn't a "hard-selling" show, the Department of Commerce acknowledges that this is a great 
opportunity to provide some expertise, hand out business cards, and make follow-up appointments.   
 
 

Interested in volunteering?  Contact the MNGHPA office at (888) 782-6815 or info@mnghpa.org. 
 

As our way of encouraging your participation, MNGHPA will reimburse volunteers for their Fair admission ($12.00). 

mailto:info@mnghpa.org
http://74.125.225.71/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=minnesota+state+fair&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Emz3Db-aoIz7dM&tbnid=Q8-Tj7sHsw3ZSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.ticketkingonline.com/tickets/minnesota-state-fair-tickets.aspx&ei=c5HtUdXOOci6yAHJzoCYCQ&bvm=bv.49478099,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHE9mkyNqeeJI04Da1v_wD0I5uIkA&ust=1374610154171339
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GEO Seeks Extension of Federal Tax Credits for Geothermal Heat Pumps  
 
The Geothermal Exchange Organization (GEO) has formally asked the U.S. House of 
Representatives Ways and Means Committee to recommend extending federal tax credits 
for residential and commercial geothermal  
heat pump (GHP) installations through 2020.  The credits will otherwise expire on 
December 31, 2016.  
 
In comments to the committee, GEO President and CEO Doug Dougherty stated: 
 
"Buildings are the largest single sector of total U.S. energy consumption. GHPs can efficiently and significantly reduce the 
heating and cooling loads of buildings, with positive benefits for our environment and economy.”  
 
 “Even with all its potential benefits to the country, the nascent GHP industry claims less than 2% of the HVAC 
marketplace in the United States. Though approximately two million GHP systems have been installed—and Energy Star-
endorsed GHP equipment efficiencies are better than ever—many competitive barriers remain for the industry. As 
already noted, foremost among these barriers is higher 'first cost.'" 
 
 “With improving sales and installations will come greater recognition of GHPs, and an expanding HVAC market share. 
With that, the positive impact of the federal tax credit program will be assured. Indeed, the GHP tax credits are already 
helping the nation with consumer cost savings, good jobs, more efficient energy use, enhanced electric utility 
operations, improved air quality and a better environment for all Americans." 
 
“Even so, it will take time for the geothermal heat pump industry to increase its market share from 2% to 20% or higher 
for the industry to move beyond its need for tax credit support. In the interim, Congress can help the GHP industry 
achieve greater market share by extending IRS Code sections 25D and 48(a) to the end of 2020,” Dougherty concluded. 
For a complete copy of the GEO’s Geothermal Heat Pump Tax Credit Comments, click here.  
 
  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=house+ways+and+means+committee+wiki&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=k4OQpqaLFjSymM&tbnid=NRMAvWzgNBpsVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_current_United_States_House_of_Representatives_committees&ei=aWrcUa3NHMejyAGtx4CwCQ&bvm=bv.48705608,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFjpCcNbLOiAN4v0rlHdX7yw2sq8g&ust=1373486027296964
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Hubbard County 

 
Back in April, an article ran in the Park Rapids Enterprise about a Board of Appeals rejecting an application for 
the installation of a geothermal heat pump system.  At issue was the discharge from the "pump and dump" 
system, since the discharge was going into a lake subject to the County's shoreland zoning ordinance.  That 
ordinance required a variance for any geothermal system where a component of that system was within a 100 
foot setback from the lake. 
 
After the Board of Appeals rejected the variance, the County's Planning 
Commission was asked to look into the matter once again and the 
Commission recommended that the section of the shoreland zoning 
ordinance dealing with geothermal systems be repeals.   
 
MNGHPA agrees with the recommendation to repeal that section of the 
County ordinance and said the following in a letter to the County Board of 
Commissioners.... 
 

 On behalf of the Minnesota Geothermal Heat Pump Association,  
I am writing to ask that you support the recommendation of the  
Planning Commission and to vote in favor of repealing Section 513  
(Geothermal Heating/Cooling Systems) of the Hubbard County Shoreland Management Ordinance.   
 
Our organization believes that policy regarding the regulation and installation of such systems should 
be addressed at the state level and that County ordinances create redundancy and confusion for both 
property owners and installing contractors. 

 
If you encounter similar situations locally, please be sure to let the MNGHPA know! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

" Even if you are on the right track, You’ll get run over if you just sit there." 
 

Will Rogers 
 
 

" Choose a job that you like and you will never have to work a day in your life." 
 

Confucius 
 
 

"The absolute fundamental aim is to make money out of satisfying customers." 
 

John Egan 
 

Quotable 

http://boardofwisdom.com/togo/?viewid=1010&search=Confucius
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Industry Events Calendar 
 
Minnesota State Fair  (Volunteers Needed - MNGHPA Will Pay For Admission Ticket(s) For Volunteers!) 
August 22 – September 2, Minnesota State Fair - Eco Building, St. Paul, MN 
Visit their website for more information 
 
American Groundwater Trust (MNGHPA Member Discount = $30.00!) 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling Innovations: Design, Financing and Regulation 
September 11, Holiday Inn St. Paul East, St. Paul, MN 
Visit their website for more information 
 
IGSHPA - International Ground Source Heat Pump Association 
Technical Conference & Expo 
October 9-10, South Point Hotel, Las Vegas, NV 
Visit their website for more information 
 
AEE/ASHRAE 
Energy Expo 
October 2, RiverCentre, St. Paul, MN 
Visit their website for more information 
 
Dakota Electric Association 
Energy Efficiency Expo 
October 10, Lost Spur Golf Course, Eagan, MN 
Visit their website for more information 
 
ASHRAE – American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers 
7th International Cold Climate HVAC Conference 
October 15-18, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
Visit their website for more information 
 
Minnesota Water Well Association  
92nd Annual Trade Show and Convention 
January 26-January 28, Arrowwood Resort & Conference Center, Alexandria, MN  
Visit their website for more information 
 
 
Have a program/event you would like to add?  Contact 
MNGHPA regarding upcoming trade shows, outings, and 
training programs that members would benefit from 
attending.   
 
 

  

http://www.mnstatefair.org/entertainment/eco_experience.html
http://www.agwt.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=148
http://www.igshpa.okstate.edu/conf/currentconf.htm
http://mnashrae.org/index.php
https://www.dakotaelectric.com/home
https://ashrae.org/
https://www.mwwa.org/eweb/startpage.aspx
http://www.phoenixflowcenters.com
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2013-2014 MNGHPA Board of Directors 
 
Jeff Petersen                 
President  
Water Furnace International 
6683 Black Duck Drive 
Lino Lakes, MN 55014 
Tel: (877) 533-0026  
Email: jeff.petersen@waterfurnace.com 
 
Jim Strandlund      
Past President Advisor   
Strandlund Refrigeration 
1896 Hwy 65, P.O. Box 60 
Mora, MN 55051 
Tel: (612) 366-5840 
Email: jim@strandlund.com 
 
Mark Sakry        
Vice President  
Northern GroundSource, Inc. 
1558 Stone Lake Bridge Rd. 
Brimson, MN 55602-8032 
Tel: (218) 848-2869 
Email: cmsakry@frontiernet.net 
 
Dean Havel   
Secretary  
Electro Industries – Northern Heat Pump 
2150 West River St., P.O. Box 3 538 
Monticello, MN 55362 
Tel: (763) 295-4138  
Email: dhavel@electromn.com 
 
Mark Kennedy   
Treasurer  
Enertech Global  
2506 S. Elm Street 
Greenville IL 62246 
Tel: (763) 219-2787  
Email: mark.kennedy@enertechgeo.com 
 
Tim Doherty   
Director  
Dakota Electric Association 
4300 220th Street W 
Farmington, MN 55024 
Tel: (651) 206-5264 
Email: tdoherty@dakotaelectric.com 

Aaron Butler   
Director  
Thein Well Co., Inc. 
11355 Hwy. 71 NE, PO BOX 778 
Spicer, MN. 56288 
Tel: (320) 796-2111  
Email: aaron@theinwell.com 
 
Jim Ingle   
Director  
FourMation Sales 
14400 James Road Suite D 
Rogers, MN  55374 
Tel: (320) 266-5772 
Email: jim@fourmationsales.com 
 
John Riffe    
Director  
Auer Steel & Heating Supply Co. 
865 Xenium Lane N  
Plymouth, MN 55441 
Phone: (763) 450-9264  
Email: john.riffe@auersteel.com 
 
Andy Engh            
Director  
A. R. Engh Heating & Air Conditioning 
100 Cokato Street W 
Cokato, MN 55321 
Tel: (320) 286-2020 
Email: andy@arengh.com 
 
Bryon Martin                         
Director  
Free Geothermal Energy, LLC  
2507 Eastwood Lane 
Monticello, MN  55362 
Tel:  (612) 232-6349 
Email: bryon@freegeothermalenergy.com 
 
Kent Schwen                         
Director  
Goodin Company 
902 Thiesse Drive  
Brainerd, MN 56401 
Tel: (218) 828-4242   
Email: kent.schwen@goodinco.com 

mailto:jeff.petersen@waterfurnace.com
jim@strandlund.com
cmsakry@frontiernet.net
dhavel@electromn.com
mark.kennedy@enertechgeo.com
tdoherty@dakotaelectric.com
aaron@theinwell.com
mailto:jim@fourmationsales.com
john.riffe@auersteel.com
mailto:andy@arengh.com
bryon@freegeothermalenergy.com
kent.schwen@goodinco.com
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Our Mission.... 
 
To provide continual development and education for the 
geothermal heat pump industry. 

 
 

 
  

Please note our new contact information! 
 
6066 Shingle Creek Parkway, Suite 167 
Brooklyn Center, MN  55430 
PH: 888.782.6815  ●  FX: 888.287-4116 
E: info@mnghpa.org  ●  www.mnghpa.org 
 
 
Jeffrey J Beiriger, CAE 
Executive Director 
P - 888-782-6815 x 1 
M - 414-331-2059 
E - jeff@assocmgmtservices.com 
 
 
Jane Wucherer 
Membership Services 
P – 888-782-6815 x 2 
E - jane@assocmgmtservices.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@mnghpa.org
www.mnghpa.org
jeff@assocmgmtservices.com
jane@assocmgmtservices.com
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